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help them to locate the rebels. So for every individual
that was wanted, the police employed a dozen informers.
These informants were men of doubtful character,
ready to betray anyone for a small sum of money.
Therefore, the rebels and the people had to hand out
rough and ready justice to them and the punishment
given to these "collaborationists" was harsh. It had to
be deterrent, if only in self-defense.
The most notorious of these police hirelings was a
man called Bapurao Deshmuktu On one occasion he
accompanied the police party which called on the house
of a political absconder. The wife of the wanted man
was standing at the door when the police arrived.
Bapurao Deshmukh inquired from her about the where-
abouts of her husband. She pleaded ignorance. Desh-
mukh stepped forward, a stick in hand, and pointing
to her stomach said, "If your husband doesn't live with
you, how is it that your belly is swollen?*'
A week after this incident Bapurao Deshmukh was
found with his hands and feet chopped off.
The article in Blitz then narrates how the police col-
lected compulsory collective fines from the villagers.
These fines ranged from two hundred to one thousand
dollars. "They were collected with a Nazi thorough-
ness," Blitz says. And continues:
In two cases the aid of the military was called upon for
collecting fines from the villages of Charan and Belashi.
At Koregaon, during a fine-collection, an old woman of
sixty, the mother of a rebel Congress worker who had dis-
appeared underground, and two other women, were whip-
ped. Beating and whipping had become quite common----
"Gunpat Patil of Kurla was shot dead by two police
officials for the simple offence of telling them that he did
not know the whereabouts of Pandu Master. These inci-